Abnormalities of visual function in hereditary motor and sensory neuropathy.
Visual function was studied in a group of 15 patients with hereditary motor and sensory neuropathy (HMSN). Psychophysical measures of luminance and chromatic threshold and temporal contrast sensitivity were undertaken, together with visual evoked potentials (VEPs), visual fields and clinical neuro-ophthalmological examination. A patchy loss of visual function was found in individual cases of HMSN. In the group analysis there was evidence of a selective loss of luminance threshold and temporal contrast sensitivity at low temporal frequencies; the VEP P100 latency was not significantly prolonged. The losses of visual function in HMSN were discussed and compared with visual losses in multiple sclerosis, which had been detected using identical experimental techniques.